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175 years of the Mannanam St. Joseph's Press
Abstract

The Mannanam St. Joseph's Press is one of the first Printing Offices in Kerala.“It is also the
first Catholic Printing Unit. This was established “by Chavara Kuriakose Elia's as a part of a
multifaceted design which included the native church, a monastery, a Chapel for the monastery , a
School and a Printing Press. The Mannanam St. Joseph's Press has made invaluable contributions
to Kerala, the Malayalam Language and Literature and especially to the Catholic Church during
its 175 years of existence. The first Newspaper of Kerala, the “Deepika”, “Karmela Kusumam”-
one of the first magazines in Malayalam-are contributions of this Press. Hundreds of printed
materials, both religious and secular publications, were produced in this Press. This study is an

attempt to record the history of the St. Joseph's Press and also to get a bird's eye view of the
contributions made by it.
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Samkshepavedartham and Kerala Modernity
Abstract

It is 250 years old since Samkshepavedartham,'a book which all Christians should know about'
is published. This was intended to give training in faith related matters and was translated in the
form of questions and answers. It was printed using movable type. Copies of the book were brought
to Kerala by Clement Pianious himself. This is the first book completely printed in Malayalam
letters in the pontifical press in Rome in 1772. Though it is dealt with religious discourse, it is
fitting to analyse its linguistic and other aspects in terms of how they influenced Kerala Modernity.
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Samkshepavedartham: History of the book, Modernity and Discourses

Abstract

The first Malayalam book to be printed using modern printing technology was 'Samkshepa
Vedartham'The contents of the book were the Theology of the Catholic Church and its rituals.The reason
for the influence of the Catholic Church on the Christian society in Kerala was the presence of the Portu-
guese. It was during the Portuguese occupation that the Kerala Society came into contact with modern
colonialism.The modernisation of Malayalam was a part of the modernisation of the Kerala Society. The
purpose of this article is to learn about the history of books, modernity, discourse etc based on the Samkshepa
Vedartham that represents the early stage of modern Malayalam Prose.
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