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Om Soorya

“Fashioning” Indigenous Cultural Expressions in the Neo
Liberal World

Abstract

The article critically examines how Neo-liberal policies not only accelerated the exploitation of Indigenous
people’s life but it also gave freedom to fashion industry to take away the cultural expressions of the most
vulnerable communities freely and maximize their profit. I argue that the borrowing of patterns, motifs, designs
and sometimes the entire silhouette from Indigenous people in different parts of the world and Adivasis in India
and incorporating them in the collections of well known fashion brands under the pretext of “taking inspiration”
and “appreciation” is problematic and violation of the Tangible and Intangible cultural property rights .
Keywords

Neo liberalism, Fashion Industry, Indigenous cultural expressions, “appreciation”, “inspiration”, appropriation,
IPR
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Soumya Sajan

The Iconic Image of Narayana Guru: Some observations

Abstract

Narayana Guru entered into the sociality of 19" century Keralam with a sign ‘human’ to cut-across the systems
of sign driven by caste systems in 1888 through Aruvippuram Prathishta. There happened a tremendous social
change from the period to contemporary in terms of change-in-practice especially in the sign systems enrooted in
the cultural history. This paper observes the nuances in interventions of Narayana Guru.
Keywords

Narayana Guru, 19" century Keralam, Aruvippura Prathishta, sign-systems, caste-systems, sign, icon of
Narayana Guru, human, modern, standardization, change-in practice
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