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Colonialism, Built Environment
and the Making of Modern Calicut, 1850 — 1920
K.P. Noorunnisa

Abstract

The present paper deals with the influence of colonial architecture and infrastructural
initiatives of the British rule which led to the formation of Calicut town. It explores the
evolution of Calicut city from old methods of construction to the modern architecture. The
formation of an urban conglomeration in Calicut was made possible by the British
administration, and the Basel mission. The British introduced Bungalows and other modern
buildings in Malabar. Simultaneously, in Calicut, this gave a new touch to the construction
patterns and it was against the existent caste-oriented house construction patterns. These
buildings were constructed mainly for the administrative purpose of the British officials in
Malabar.



Keywords
Basal Mission, British Colonialism, Bungalow, Caste, City, Infrastructure, Kerala Modernity

Gender, Modernity and Malayalam Catholic Publications:
The Production of an Uneven Literary Public Sphere, 1930s-1950s
Prabha Zacharias

Abstract

This paper attempts to situate Catholic prayer books, didactic and conduct books from the
early twentieth century Kerala to understand how the community is appropriating, modifying
and reproducing modernity through the texts they have produced. Religious dicta and
prayers became a mode of operation through which the community negotiated modernity.
Since book-production is determined by the social, political, economic and intellectual
conditions of the time, it is significant to look into the local context that enabled the
production of such books that are diverse from the secular books produced from the region
in this period. This paper argues that the catholic engagement with print creates a
contradiction in our understanding of modernity in Kerala. We often consider print as a
vehicle of modernity. Adding a religious dimension and considering the realm of prayer
books and didactic literature complicates our ideas of readership, imagination and sense of
belonging.

Keywords
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Middlebrow Cinema and the Making of a Malayalee Citizen Spectator
Manju Edachira

Abstract

This paper critically studies the manifestations of realism’ propagated by Malayalam cinema
during 1980s and '90s — the period when “Kerala model of development” became popular.
The modern obsession with reflexivity over sentimentality, and its employment in Malayalam
cinema as 'middlebrow,’ was also experimented in films that were made on cinema during
this period. This is foregrounded in films such as Lekhayude Maranam Oru Flashback (The
Death of Lekha: A Flashback, Dir. K.G. George, 1983), an example of the middlebrow.
Studies on metanarratives and reflexivity, just like how modernity affects people, largely
focus on Brechtian 'alienation.' The paper, however, argues that Malayalam cinema
produces ‘double mystification’ instead of alienation. Though this is executed through self-
referentiality at the surface level, it reiterates realism as a hegemonic mode of production at
the latent level. Thus, it is purposive realist aesthetics in middlebrow cinema that create the
spectatorial Malayalee modern self. In other words, the cinema during this period makes
middlebrow as the ‘popular’ by devising the figure of Malayalee citizen-spectator, who is
made to distinguish oneself, from the 'mass-ified’ other. The paper goes on to theorise that
the ‘real’ within/of Malayalam cinema exorcises its own excess- sentimental melodrama,



caste and sexuality - to the Tamil Other.

Keywords
Malayalam Cinema, Citizen-Spectator, Middlebrow Cinema, Realism, Reflexivity, Tamil
Other
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Unsettling the Communist Narrative of a Peasant Revolt: Reading the Short
Story Ave Maria

by K.R. Meera
Jomy Abraham

Abstract
Sooranadu Peasant Revolt of 1949 is one of the celebrated communist actions against the
feudal system in modern Kerala. The attempt undertaken here is to close read the different



narratives of the atrocities faced by the family of Chelakottethu Kunjuraman, who
participated in the struggle, presented in the short story Ave Maria (2009) by K. R. Meera,
the autobiographical account of the revolt by Thoppil Bhasi in Olivile Ormakal (1999) along
with the '‘Dedication’ of his drama Mooladhanam (1979), and the narrative in the Communist
Party of India (Marxist)'s official website titled "Legendary Past of Sooranadu”. These
narratives will be read in the context of the efforts taken by the Party to present itself as the
torchbearer of the Renaissance values of equality in its interventions in the implementation
of the Supreme Court's verdict on the Sabarimala case. Giving emphasis to the short story,
the paper argues that Meera’s story de-glorifies the narrative of the revolt by presenting the
gendered experiences of women. The paper will try to understand how an important moment
in the history of the communist movement in Kerala when retold in a literary space reveals
the lacunae in the 'Kerala Renaissance’ discourse from a gendered perspective which has
been rekindled in contemporary times.

Keywords
Sooranadu Revolt, Malayalam Short Story, Gender, Communist Movement, Thoppil Bhasi,
Kerala Renaissance

Technoscientific Risk and Late Modernity in Kerala: A Case Study of Lalur
Solid Waste Management Controversy
Subair Kalathil

Abstract

This paper tries to understand waste as a technoscientific risk in Kerala in the context of late
modernity. It also attempts to trace the eruption of waste as a subject of political discourse
and as a problem that reveals the caste relations of Kerala Modernity. The solid waste
management controversy in Lalur, Thrissur is the case selected for analysis. The problem of
waste is not a recent issue in Kerala and it has its roots going back to the nineteenth
century. The colonial Paatta Kakkoose (dry latrine) system and the dumping yard for human
excreta in Lalur are evidences for it. In the post-1990s, Kerala has witnessed a public outcry
against the open dumping of waste and improper implementation of waste treatment plants
and/or inappropriate selection of treatment technologies. The paper argues that the dalit
community who has been managing the municipal solid waste in Lalur have a peculiar
relationship with Kerala modernity.

Keywords
Casteism, Technoscience, Municipal Solid Waste Management, Lalur, Dry Latrine, Manual
Scavenging
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