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(This paper spreads new lights and historical evidances on a printing office which worked for about eight decades in Kerala. Vidya vilasam
Printing Office of ‘Arunachalamuthaliyar’, The article on Vidyavilasam printing office revelas the history and cultural impact of the instution.
Besides it, the paper search into the contributions of three generatins behind the printing office and try to identify the personnels behind the
endeavour.)
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Abstract

Vibhakthapadasamgraham is the first thematic dictionary in malayalam on technical terms. It was printed in
the Church Mission Society printing office, Kottayam and published in 1861. John Hawksworth, the founder-
editor of 'Jnanikashepam' (1848) authored the book. Vibhakthapadasamgraham records the technical terms
in various subjects under twelve headings. Arts and Science, Anatomy, Astronomy, Botany, Geography,
Literature, Mathematics, Mechanics, Mineralogy, Properties of matter, Theology, Zoology.

Keywords: Arts and Science, Anatomy, Astronomy, Botany, Geography, Literature, Mathematics, Me-
chanics, Mineralogy, Properties of matter, Theology, Zoology.
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Politics of Location:
Institutionalisation of

Koodiyattam outside Kerala
Jyotsna Krishnan A

Abstract

The article discusses the reinvention of tradition of Koodiyattam focusing on the institutions outside
Kerala. The development of art forms outside Kerala and even abroad is a challenge and the role of art
institutions in making a tradition is a question that is difficult to answer. The impacts of institutions outside
Kerala as a part of tradition and institutionalisation are less studied. The identity of an art form completely



changes, when it is placed in a different atmosphere and it can be included in the formation of its tradition.
The question of defining a tradition of classical arts outside Kerala is an interesting topic as it raises certain
questions like: 1 Is it a reinvention of tradition? 2 Is there a creation of a different tradition? 3 Is there
something called pure tradition? The change in an art form becomes reinvention of tradition, which is
looked at as a historical discourse of formation and establishment of institutions. It is discussed the tradition
of art forms of Kerala outside the state of domicile and the impact of those institutions in creating a tradition.
It carries the concepts in three parts: The institutionalisation as reinvention connecting it with migration
studies and diasporic identity; three perspectives of reinvention focusing on the classical arts; and the list of
institutions, which have been a part of reinvention of art forms.
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Feudalism to modernity:
Home as a portrait of transition in M. T. Vasudevan Nair’s
Naalukettu

A.Balu Vijayaraghavan

Abstract

The dissolution of naalukettuor the tharavadu, the residential homes of prosperous Nair families which
started in the middle of the 20th century in Kerala is the motif around which M.T. Vasudevan Nair’s Naalukettu
revolves. The home in the novel is a witness to the period of drastic changes during the transition from
feudalism to modernism in Kerala. The novel captures the traumas and psychological graph of the protago-
nist Appunni, caught as he is in the throes of this transitional period in Malabar. Home in M.T’s novel
represents the changing socio-political scenario in Kerala in the middle of the 20th century along with the
personal pangs and agonies of the protagonist.

Keywords: Home, naalukettu, Feudalism, Modernity

DEPARTURE FROM LANGUAGE STRUCTURES IN THE INFORMAL WRITING
OF THE YOUTH OF KERALA

Raju C. George,

Abstract

Languages follow patterns and structures. When it comes to a globalized social scenario the youth are
those who take forward new trends into the local situation with vehemence. The language used especially at
the informal sector of life of youth in Kerala, the southernmost state of India, depicts a scenario where three
different language paradigms get merged and new forms of communication takes place. Malayalam which
is the official language of communication and English the second language get merged with the technocratic
paradigm and the youth writing become emblematic of a global scenario where languages go beyond bor-
ders and enhance communication. This article unwraps this situation through two language experiments
using Participant Observation Method against the background of Postmodern reflections on structures. The
conclusion is that there is a new way of communication emerges and that too form part of linguistic require-
ments of communicability between people while they do away with standard structures known to be neces-
sary for languages.

Keywords: Manglish, Kerala, Youth Writing, Deconstruction, Postmodernism, WhatsApp writing.



BE YOURSELF: THEORISING SHYAM SELVADURAI’S FUNNY
BOY

Deepak jose vadakoot and T.k. Pius

Abstract:

Funny Boy the well-known novel of Shyam Selvadurai portrays the predicament of a gay Sri Lankan boy
Arjie who wants to suffer in a country dominated by traditional patriarchy and racial conflicts. When he
realizes his sexual identity he became baffled and shattered. He cannot pursue his desires of loving a same
sex partner. By applying the queer theory of prominent theoreticians, this paper analyses the privations of
Arjie and many a gay who want to wallow in the valley of sorrows and misery.
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